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The annual Heritage Harvest Festival 
draws thousands of gardening, seed-

saving and food enthusiasts to the West 
Lawn of Monticello to celebrate the 
harvest and Thomas Jefferson’s legacy 
as a revolutionary gardener and epicure. 
The festival focuses on Jefferson’s 
influence on American food, gardening 
and agriculture, and also shares the 

stories of the enslaved African American 
cooks and gardeners who brought their 
skills and experience to Monticello’s food 
culture. Attendees can participate in 
workshops and chef demos and sample 
heirloom tomatoes, melons and peppers 
in the tasting tent. Additionally, the Old-
Timey Seed Swap has become one of the 
festival’s most popular traditions.
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The Thomas Jefferson Foundation 
was incorporated in 1923 
to preserve Monticello, the 
home of Thomas Jefferson, in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. Today, 
the foundation seeks to share 
Jefferson’s world, his ideas, and 
the relevance of history with a 
national and global audience. 
Monticello is recognized as a 
National Historic Landmark and 
a United Nations World Heritage 
Site. Because the foundation is 
a private nonprofit organization, 
its regular operating budget 
receives no ongoing government 
support to fund its twofold 
mission of preservation and 
education. About 440,000 people 
visit Monticello each year. For 
information, visit Monticello.org.

Southern Exposure 
Seed Exchange, 
located in Central 

Virginia, started in 1982 in a small family garden and 
a kitchen co-opted for seed processing. The family 
garden has since expanded to numerous growing areas 
supplemented by a nationwide seed grower network. 
Now, the seed company has its own office, germination 
testing facility and environmentally controlled seed 
storage areas. SESE emphasizes seed varieties adapted 
to the mid-Atlantic region, and it serves gardeners 
throughout the United States and Canada. 

Seed Savers Exchange 
conserves biodiversity by 
maintaining a collection of 

more than 20,000 different varieties of heirloom and 
open-pollinated plants, varieties that can regenerate 
year after year. These seeds (and tissue cultures or other 
plant materials, depending on how a plant reproduces) 
have the power to withstand unforeseen pestilence and 
plant disease, climate change, and habitat limitations, 
and to eliminate dinnertime boredom forever.
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Alice Waters
2019 HHF CO-CHAIR
Alice Waters is a chef, 
author, food activist and 
the founder and owner of 
Chez Panisse in  
Berkeley, CA. She has 
been a champion of local 
sustainable agriculture 
for more than four  
decades. In 1995 she 
founded the Edible 

Schoolyard Project, which advocates for free school 
lunches for all children and sustainable food curricula  
in public schools. Waters serves as Vice President of 
Slow Food International. Recipient of the 2017  
Thomas Jefferson Foundation Medal in Citizen  
Leadership, Waters is the author of 15 books, including 
several New York Times bestsellers: The Art of Simple 
Food I & II , The Edible Schoolyard: A Universal Idea, 
and her latest book, Coming to My Senses: The Making 
of a Counterculture Cook (2017).

Joy Crump
Fredericksburg, VA chef  
and restaurateur known for  
crafting the season’s best  
locally sourced ingredients 
into comfortably refined  
dishes.

Corby Kummer
2019 HHF CO-CHAIR
Corby Kummer’s work in 
The Atlantic has  
established him as one 
of the most widely read, 
authoritative, and  
creative food writers in 
the United States. The 
San Francisco Examiner 
pronounced him “a dean 
among food writers in 

America.” He is a senior editor at The Atlantic maga-
zine, where he writes a monthly food column, and has 
been a restaurant critic for Boston Magazine. Julia Child 
once said of him, “I think he’s a very good food writer. 
He really does his homework. As a reporter and a writer  
he takes his work very seriously.” Kummer is the  
recipient of five James Beard Journalism Awards,  
including the MFK Fisher Distinguished Writing Award. 

Michael Twitty
Celebrated culinary and  
cultural historian who in-
terprets the experiences of 
enslaved African-Americans 
through food and its  
preparation. Author of the 
highly acclaimed book, The  
Cooking Gene and host of 
the Afroculinaria.com blog.

Kevin West
Author of Saving the  
Season: A Cook’s Guide to 
Home Canning, Pickling and  
Preserving. His family has 
been farming in Blount  
County, TN, for 150 years.

Ira Wallace
Director of Southern  
Exposure Seed Exchange, 
offering more than 700 
varieties of open- 
pollinated heirloom  
and organic seeds.
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In Her Own Words: 2019 HHF 
C0-Chair, Alice Waters
Jefferson is the founding father who has 
influenced me more than any other figure in 
American history. He inspires me for one big 
reason: Because he dreamed of the same future 
I dream of today—a nation given its essential 
character and its deepest principles by the 
values of farmers …

As we all know, he collected hundreds of fruits 
and vegetables. Just reading the names of their 
varieties is exhilarating … He loved variety, but 
he wasn’t collecting just to build a collection. 
He was a ruthless, methodical experimenter. He 
always kept track of things … Wherever he was, 
he observed. He paid attention. He recorded 
things. And he enjoyed it all …

Jefferson imagined a different future, a nation 
of small farmers growing delicious food. And as 
he wrote in a famous letter to the first Supreme 
Court Justice, John Jay: “cultivators of the 
earth are the most valuable citizens. They are 
the most vigorous, the most independent, the 
most virtuous, & they are tied to their country 
& wedded to it’s liberty & interests by the most 
lasting bands.”

I share Jefferson’s belief in an agrarian ideal of 
a farmer because I know young men and women 
farming today who are upholding that ideal. And 
I have enormous hope that there will be more 
and more of them with every passing year …

The values of Jefferson’s farmer-citizen are the 
values of civic virtue: devotion to the land and 
to justice and social harmony; honesty, self-
reliance, patriotism, and cooperation; and belief 
in science and public education. Citizenship still 
requires empathy, and gratitude, and mutual 

respect, just as it did in Jefferson’s time, and it 
requires a set of human values that will allow 
us to live together. And one of those is a love 
for nature. Love of nature, in all its miraculous 
variety, is what can spark our imagination and 
make us see that we are all in this together …

With a diversity of people—and not just beans!—
and with an abundance of affection, we can 
move together toward a healthy, sustainable, and 
egalitarian future. 

This is the second American Revolution that we 
need. Rather than a call to arms, this is a call to 
farms! 

— Excerpt from Alice Waters’ keynote address 
for the Founder’s Day Celebration at Monticello, 
April 13, 2017
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Brought 

3,948
attendees

over two days to 
Monticello & the 
Charlottesville- 

Albemarle region

 spent at least 
one night in 

the area

31%
of guests

94%

of guests 
rated their 
experience 

as either

R
excellent

or

R
good

were likely to 
recommend 
the festival  
to others

Approximately 
61% of guests 

traveled 
more than

to attend  
the festival

0|0|5|0
miles

92%
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 • The Daily Progress
 • tastingtable.com
 • newsleader.com
 • NBC29

 • CBS19
 • Virginia Public 
Radio/WVTF

13TH ANNUAL

Interested in sponsoring? Contact: 
Danielle Grieser, Development Officer   

434-984-7595  dgrieser@monticello.org 

2018
Coverage
Snapshot

WEBSITE TRAFFIC:
monticello.org: 132,000 unique views

heritageharvestfestival.com: 29,780 
unique views

PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
Press outreach to local and national 
media, including garden writers and 
bloggers

E-PUBLICATIONS: 
Monticello e-blasts: 250,000+

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
Heritage Harvest Festival Facebook  
Wall Posts
Heritage Harvest Festival Tweets
Heritage Harvest Festival Snapchat Filter

EVENT DETAIL  
CALENDAR LISTINGS…
in print media and on monticello.org

PRINT 
PUBLICATIONS: 
Monticello Magazine: 
70,000+

Festival Program:  
6,000+

Festival Promotional 
Card: 2,000+



The Thomas Jefferson Foundation is a private, nonprofit 501(c)3 
corporation (Federal Tax ID 54-0505959). Sponsorship  
donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS. 

PRESENTING SPONSOR: $25,000

SPONSORSHIP DETAILS:
Preview Reception: An exclusive sunset 
reception to thank our sponsors, speakers and 
special guests

On the eve of the festival, we’ll celebrate 
your support on Montalto, the taller mountain 
overlooking Monticello, Charlottesville and the 
Blue Ridge Mountains

Venue Recognition: An opportunity to brand 
one of the main presentation venues or festival 
tents 

Private Tour: A special after-hours tour of 
Monticello, including privileged access to the 
Dome Room and complimentary reception space 
for your guests (up to 25) on an evening of your 
choosing   

Program Ad: A full-page ad in the festival 
program  

Exhibitor Space: The opportunity to set up 
exhibitor space at the festival at no additional 
cost

Festival Tickets: Ten complimentary tickets 
to the festival, including two VIP onsite parking 
passes

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION:
Print Materials: Listing as the Presenting 
Sponsor in promotional materials, including:
• Festival program – reaches 6,000+
• Acknowledgment as corporate donor in 2019 

Monticello Honor Roll – reaches 15,000+

Website: Prominent placement of company 
logo and link on the festival and Monticello 
websites 

Cabinet Participation: Recognition as a 
Monticello Cabinet participant in Monticello 
publications; opportunities for engagement and 
enrichment throughout the year

Media Outreach: Prominent mention as the 
Presenting Sponsor of the Heritage Harvest 
Festival in Monticello press releases and in 
media outreach  
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PLATINUM SPONSOR: $10,000

The Thomas Jefferson Foundation is a private, nonprofit 501(c)3 
corporation (Federal Tax ID 54-0505959). Sponsorship  
donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS. 

SPONSORSHIP DETAILS:
Preview Reception: An exclusive sunset 
reception to thank our sponsors, speakers and 
special guests

On the eve of the festival, we’ll celebrate 
your support on Montalto, the taller mountain 
overlooking Monticello, Charlottesville and the 
Blue Ridge Mountains

Venue Recognition: An opportunity to brand 
one of the main presentation venues or festival 
tents 

Program Ad: A half-page ad in the festival 
program

Exhibitor Space: The opportunity to set up 
exhibitor space at the festival at no additional 
cost

Festival Tickets: Eight complimentary tickets 
to the festival, including two VIP onsite parking 
passes

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION:
Print Materials: Listing as a sponsor in 
promotional materials, including:
• Festival program – reaches 6,000+
• Acknowledgment as corporate donor in 2019 

Monticello Honor Roll – reaches 15,000+

Website: Prominent placement of company 
logo and link on the festival and Monticello 
websites 

Cabinet Participation: Recognition as a 
Monticello Cabinet participant in Monticello 
publications; opportunities for engagement and 
enrichment throughout the year
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GOLD SPONSOR: $5,000
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The Thomas Jefferson Foundation is a private, nonprofit 501(c)3 
corporation (Federal Tax ID 54-0505959). Sponsorship  
donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS. 

SPONSORSHIP DETAILS:
Preview Reception: An exclusive sunset 
reception to thank our sponsors, speakers and 
special guests

On the eve of the festival, we’ll celebrate 
your support on Montalto, the taller mountain 
overlooking Monticello, Charlottesville and the 
Blue Ridge Mountains

Venue Recognition: An opportunity to brand 
one of the main presentation venues or festival 
tents 

Program Ad: A quarter-page ad in the festival 
program

Exhibitor Space: The opportunity to set up 
exhibitor space at the festival at no additional 
cost

Festival Tickets: Six complimentary tickets 
to the festival, including two VIP onsite parking 
passes

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION:
Print Materials: Listing as a sponsor in 
promotional materials, including:
• Festival program – reaches 6,000+
• Acknowledgment as corporate donor in 2019 

Monticello Honor Roll – reaches 15,000+

Website: Prominent placement of company 
logo and link on the festival and Monticello 
websites 

Cabinet Participation: Recognition as a 
Monticello Cabinet participant in Monticello 
publications; opportunities for engagement and 
enrichment throughout the year



SILVER SPONSOR: $2,500
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SPONSORSHIP DETAILS:
Preview Reception: An exclusive sunset 
reception to thank our sponsors, speakers and 
special guests

On the eve of the festival, we’ll celebrate 
your support on Montalto, the taller mountain 
overlooking Monticello, Charlottesville and the 
Blue Ridge Mountains  

Exhibitor Space: The opportunity to set up 
exhibitor space at the festival at a reduced rate 
of $150

Festival Tickets: Four complimentary tickets 
to the festival, including one VIP onsite parking 
pass

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION:
Print Materials: Listing as a sponsor in all 
promotional materials including:
• Festival program – reaches 6,000+
• Acknowledgment as corporate donor in 

2019Monticello Honor Roll – reaches 15,000+

Website: Prominent placement of company 
logo and link on the festival and Monticello 
websites 

BRONZE SPONSOR: $1,000

SPONSORSHIP DETAILS:
Preview Reception: An exclusive sunset 
reception to thank our sponsors, speakers and 
special guests

On the eve of the festival, we’ll celebrate 
your support on Montalto, the taller mountain 
overlooking Monticello, Charlottesville and the 
Blue Ridge Mountains 

Festival Tickets: Two complimentary tickets 
to the festival, including one VIP onsite parking 
pass

SPONSORSHIP RECOGNITION:
Print Materials: Listing as a sponsor in all 
promotional materials including:
• Festival program – reaches 6,000+
• Acknowledgment as corporate donor in 2019 

Monticello Honor Roll – reaches 15,000+

Website: Prominent placement of company 
logo and link on the festival and Monticello 
websites 



Quarter-page ad in the festival program 

Logo/link on the festival website 

Opportunity to set up exhibitor space at the 
festival at a reduced rate of $150

Eight complimentary tickets to the festival  

Acknowledgement in festival program

Recognition as a Monticello Cabinet participant 
in Monticello Honor Roll 

Logo/link on the festival website 

Opportunity to set up exhibitor space at the 
festival at a reduced rate of $150

Six complimentary tickets to the festival  

Acknowledgement in festival program

BRONZE PARTNER: 
$1,000

FRIEND OF HHF: 
$500

Logo/link on the festival website 

Four complimentary tickets to the festival  

Acknowledgement in festival program

Logo/link on the festival website 

Two complimentary tickets to the festival  

Acknowledgement in festival program
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i n - k i n d  g i f t  p a r t n e r s h i p s

GOLD PARTNER: 
$5,000

SILVER PARTNER: 
$2,500


